DISCOVERY   OF   NEW    GUINEA

THE FIRST discovery of Papua was made so long
ago as the year 1511, by the Portuguese. In the
year 1528, Alvaro de Saavedra, sailing eastward
from the Moluccas, fell in with a part of the "land
called Papua/' The Spaniards, believing the coun-
try abounded with gold, gave it the name of Isla del
Oro. The inhabitants seen were "black, with short
curly hair; they went naked, but had swords and
other arms made of iron." From the resemblance
between the natives of this country and those of
the coast of Guinea, this newly discovered land was
afterwards styled "New Guinea" by Ruy Lopez de
Villalobas, who, visiting it in 1545, believed it not
before to have been known to Europeans.
The first navigator who saw the southern shores
of New Guinea, appears to have been Luir/ Vac/, de
Torres, in the Spanish frigate "La Almiranta", when
coming from the eastward in 1606. He previously
met with some of the islands of the Louisiaclc Achi-
pelago, which he called the "beginning of Now
Guinea", and, being unable to weather them to pro-
ceed northwards, he coasted in a westerly direction
along its southern shores, passing through the straits
that now bear his name.
In 1616 Schouten and Le Maire came to the coast
of New Guinea, and sent their shallop on shore, when
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